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Affordable Housing

I would work with City Councilors and the Mayor to coor-
dinate a town hall meeting in different parts of the city to
gather a sense of what the desire is for different areas. I
would express the opportunities and limitation based on
current data and solicit input from the different communi-
ties and inform them that we would move forward based on
the sentiments of the communities. I would emphasize green
development and ask that it be built into the zoning laws to
help set higher standards, create jobs, and use it as a tool to
educate residents and students. I would also put forth that
density is an important part of improving city services and
strongly emphasize the need for affordable and mixed
income housing. 

Development

Identifying specific needs based on community feedback. I
have heard from local business owners, and residents; I am
concerned about the Jackson Square work and would like to
ensure that traffic patterns and sustain designs are taken
into consideration. There is also the parcel by Forest Hills, I
need to do a little more research on it but from my under-
standing there is a concern about mixed income housing. I
am not in favor of rent control and affordable housing I
prefer one or the other. I do believe that with either loop-
holes need to be safe guarded so that any housing subsidy is
designed in a way that help people advance their lives and
careers.

Environment and Energy

1. I would propose that municipal departments set a target
for hybrids fleets over the next 5 years

2. Investigate the use of wind energy and related technolo-
gy including solar and geothermal and collaborate with
business and schools that are doing R&D to advance
this effort

3. Since development is one of our most significant sources
of revenue, we need to ensure the BRA and Zoning work
to change zoning laws and requirements to address mod-
ern issues by ensuring LEED standard requirement for
all new structures 

4. We need to get more people think about transportation
and produce a campaign to encourage public transporta-
tion and bicycling to and from destinations.

Youth Violence

Providing the belief that individuals have opportunities is
one of the most important factors in changing behaviors.
Additionally I would personally spend time engaging youth
as gang members and otherwise in conversation to listen to
their stories. Let them know that I am accessible and listen-
ing. I would spend time in youth violence programs and
speak with schools and parents to develop the best under-
standing of what can be done and what is working.We need
to ensure that education is used as a vehicle to transform
the belief that when students enter high school a promising
future awaits. We can achieve this by promoting financial
and political literacy in the school curriculum. Since both
represent respectively, the most influential factor in our soci-
ety, and the largest employer in our society. With better edu-
cation we can curb youth violence. My vision for youth is
that each one of them at bare minimum understand that the
opportunity exists to lead a productive healthy and save life.
Creating a community that cares means all residents offer
support by volunteering through existing organizations and
by their own volition. I believe this will impact youth’s out-
look and produce different results.

Accountability,Transparency

• Make all aspects of real estate transactions visible to the
public using the City web site

• Require all municipal employees responsible for decision
making disclose any relationship to all RFP’s

• Provide online access to all categories of all transactions
and ensure that they are traceable so long as they are
tied to budgetary matters. And an annual review by ran-
domly selected individuals will work with an audit team
to ensure legitimacy

Education

I would place a focus on local school quality, to reduce the
need to out of area busing- ensuring continuity among the
schools. Each neighborhood should have a school equivalent
in quality to the next. We could also submit an RFP for
hybrid or low emissions buses

I believe that teaching quality plays a large role in closing
the achievement gap. Better performance standards for
teachers rather than just better teachers. Transforming the
belief of school age children as mentioned above; MCAS
provides valuable opportunities to look at performance, but
it does not provide life skills, yet most students feel more
pressure from MCAS than most forces in schools (based on
my conversation with high school students). MCAS should
be a tool not a threat. 

Human Services

I believe it is important to educate the public and should
invest more money in campaigns to do so. These campaigns
would include seminars and counseling. They would offer
more support in preventing teen pregnancy and drug usage.
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I would also focus on early intervention programs and
encourage more healthy lifestyle targeting the most vulnera-
ble populations that face diabetes and high blood pressure
(African Americans and Latinos)

Transportation

Certain systems can be automated and that should be taken
into consideration to reduce costs. I also believe that trans-
parency would help prevent the debt load the T accumulat-
ed when the big dig contracts were established.

I would focus on learning what the most effective trans-
portation systems in the country are as well as out of the
country, including London England and the BART in San
Francisco.

Jobs and Labor

Most job growth in Metro Boston has occurred in Boston
suburbs, while minority populations have been growing in
the central city. Black and Latino residents have faced unem-
ployment rates 3 times the rate of white residents, and Asian
residents twice that of whites. What single policy would you
support that would have the greatest impact on unemploy-
ment and job disparities in Boston?

I believe we need to encourage more education for Black
and Latinos in the greatest areas of employment including
government and development / construction. I would also
encourage passing local legislation to require local projects
for local workers. I have heard numerous stories of workers
coming from out of state on different construction sites.

Race and Diversity

I am a strong supporter of affirmative action. In its best
form, it creates an opportunity to ensure employers are exer-
cising fair hiring practices. Again I recognize the opportuni-
ties in city government for employment. Public engagement
in terms of job fairs, public schools visits and presentation all
could have a positive impact. And I would argue arduously
against any requirements to dismantle affirmative action. 

Budget Policy

I am certain that we can reduce our budgetary concerns by
encouraging more local business ownership. We need to

have user friendly policies for local business owners. Dollars
stay in the community longer when a business is a local
business. It also offers a particular culture that makes neigh-
borhoods more appealing. In addition I believe we need to
ensure that licensing and permitting is a more seamless
process so that when a business is prepared for growth, the
city entities support that by having more online services
available and functional for the business owners. I would
also strongly support growing the green economy. There are
thousands of jobs that are and will continue to be available.
At the end of 2008 GE had back orders of windmills of over
$12 billion (as of August 2008). In addition to that the sus-
tainable energy field has grown by 30% year over year for
the past 8 years. This has opportunity written all over it and
we need to train and prepare our workforce for this indus-
try before it is established elsewhere. More green housing
also means population growth which translates into
increased revenue bases. I would cut the budget of the BRA
after deeper review to ensure that the revenue streams go to
neighborhoods and the city itself rather into the agency. I
would also look at spending in city administration where
multiple concerns come including personnel increases of
$416 m. My question is are we getting over $416 in produc-
tivity to offset that expense? An annual independent audit
that produces a public report is important to transparency. 

Lightning Round (Yes or No)

Many workers in Boston are organizing to form unions,
especially in the hospitals. Will you publicly support their
efforts to organize? Yes
Do you support the death penalty? No
Do you support same sex marriage? Yes
Do you support anti-discrimination laws that protect some-
one from being fired, or denied housing, education, or
access to public facilities (including bathrooms) based on
their gender identity? Yes
Are you pro-choice? Yes
Would you support a state constitutional amendment imple-
menting a progressive income tax? Yes
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