Jamaica Plain Progressives

WOrkKing together to promote progressive values
AV PO ST SOIVE DU T

John Connolly

Affordable Housing

The following types of development should be prioritized,
especially within our neighborhoods:

1. Mixed-Use/Mixed-Income: We should prioritize
Smartgrowth Development that combines retail and resi-
dential uses linked to public transportation that ensures
vibrant, diverse, and accessible communities. Our com-
munities should reflect the socio-economic diversity of
our city, which is the best way to create stable and sus-
tainable neighborhoods.

2. Transit-Oriented: Developments within walking distance
of public transportation should be encouraged to reduce
the number of automobile trips generated, and the subse-
quent impact on the community and the environment.
On the City Council, I led the effort to bring a shared
bike system to Boston.

3. Green/Sustainable: All development, no matter what
type should have a minimal impact on the environment
and be as energy efficient as possible.

As for affordable housing, our priority must be to protect
existing affordable units that are scheduled to revert to mar-
ket-rate under expiring contracts. I will work with city and
state agencies, community development corporations, and
financial institutions to preserve these units. If we do not pro-
tect our existing affordable housing stock, then our efforts to
add new units will be rendered moot.

Development

My three development priorities for JP have been and will
continue to be promoting mixed-use/mixed-income housing,
retaining small businesses, and preserving green and open
spaces.

During my first term, I have been an active supporter of a
number of affordable housing initiatives including Urban
Edge’s proposal to redevelop 82 units of housing in
Roxbury and Jamaica Plain. I have also supported projects
such as the relocation of Bella Luna/Milky Way to the new
Amory site because supporting locally-owned small busi-
nesses is vital to the stability of the neighborhood. In fact,
my office spoke in support of this project at a number of
meetings. Finally, I have worked and will continue to work
to maintain green and open spaces in JP. We must protect
our great jewels, such as Jamaica Pond and Franklin Park,
as well as all of our parks, tot lots, and playgrounds from
encroachment by overdevelopment. Places to relax and play
sustain a livable, healthy and vibrant community.

Environment and Energy

As Chair of the Environment and Health Committee, I filed
the Council’s first Green Agenda aimed at pushing Boston to
be the greenest, most environmentally friendly city in the
world. I secured a commitment from the administration to
triple the number of hybrid vehicles to be added to the city
fleet and shepherded over $6 million in environmental stim-
ulus money through the Council that will be used for weath-
erization and solar expansion. If reelected I will continue to
push my Green Agenda that includes: a call for an
Environmental Science Academy in BPS, a school focused on
educating environmentally responsible citizens prepared for
the expanding green economy; a carbon neutral neighbor-
hood pilot program, and a shared-bike program. I will con-
tinue also to hold neighborhood environmental summits like
those that I held in Dorchester and Charlestown aimed at
getting neighbors to work together to reduce their carbon
footprints. These summits were inspired by a JP based
BCAN Global Warming Café that I attended in early 2008.
Finally, I will continue to push for green buildings, especial-
ly municipal buildings and schools like the Agassiz in JP
where I convened a hearing in JP to address serious environ-
mental health issues that are impacting all who spend time
in that school.

Youth Violence

Youth violence is the single most important issue facing
Boston. When a child dies on our streets, there is no greater
tragedy or failing for Boston. Stopping youth violence is
partly a matter of will, and partly a matter of strategy and
resources. We need a citywide commitment/will to stop vio-
lence and see every child as our own. Every citizen and
every neighborhood must be committed to stopping youth
violence. Strategically, real community policy that links offi-
cers walking our streets with neighborhood crime watches
and youth workers who reach out to at-risk youth is a
proven success. Additionally, we need the resources to sup-
plement will and strategy with an emphasis on early inter-
vention. As a former teacher, I understand the importance of
education in reducing youth violence. I recently introduced
an innovative program to address Boston’s truancy problem
which is a high predictor for children who will ultimately be
involved in youth violence within our city. The program
focuses on familyt engagement, parental responsibility, and
early intervention. A proactive program such as this, which
focuses on all of the needs of the student and the family as a
whole, is the most effective way to reduce truancy and its
strong association with future youth violence.

Accountability, Transparency

We have made some improvements with respect to account-
ability and transparency, but more needs to be done. First,
the City Council recently passed legislation regarding finan-
cial disclosures of City Council members. I authored the
successful amendment to the ordinance that required a
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penalty mechanism to ensure compliance. I also secured an
executive order that effectively expands this ordinance to all
city officials with policy making power. I was the cosponsor
of the City Council’s proposed transliteration ordinance that
fosters ballot access and open elections by enabling Asian,
Latino, and Haitian voters to receive transliterated ballots.
In terms of three specific improvements, the City needs” (1)
a line-item budget so it can easily be reviewed, (2) to com-
mit to transliterated ballots in all elections, and finally (3)
all City Council meetings and hearings should be broadcast
live via streaming video and audio and available on the
BNN’s primary channel.

Education

As a former teacher in urban schools, I know urban schools
can work because I taught in an urban school that worked.
Improving Boston’s schools and closing the achievement gap
requires a commitment to building successful schools where
principals, teachers, and parents build a school at the grass-
roots level that meets the needs and offers the education
that is best for that individual schools’ students. This visions
requires a commitment to programming and teacher train-
ing so that every school offers not only the best in math, sci-
ence, and ELA, but also in arts, music, foreign languages,
and humanities as well as robust afterschool options. We
learn more every day that tells us that the achievement gap
starts long before a child enters kindergarten. We can end
the achievement gap with a steadfast commitment to
extended learning time, afterschool programming, and the
development of a culture of early learning and literacy.

In terms of reforming student transportation, we should
simultaneously revise the transportation plan to create
smaller zones and more community based schools while also
being committed to a real plan to create quality schools
across Boston by taking all savings from student transporta-
tion reform and dedicating that money to improvement
plans and expanded programming options in our underper-
forming schools. To view my full thoughts on this issue and
my whole education proposal, please visit the “Our
Schools” section of www.connollyforboston.com.

Human Services

We need to invest in research of diseases that carry a heavy
public health burden. Recently the government has
increased funding for research of pathogens like anthrax,
but it has decreased funding for research of diseases that
both carry a heavy public health burden and disproportion-
ately affect low-income populations, such as HIV, Lyme dis-
ease, and tuberculosis.

We also need to invest in removing the barriers that are
preventing non-English speaking Bostonian’s access to health
care and improve communication between clinicians and
patients. Future reductions in the cost of care will offset the
cost of this investment and we will better serve a growing
population in our city.

Transportation

We must increase our use of alternative and sustainable
transportation. I have led the way on the City Council to
bring a shared bike program to Boston and I will continue
to fight to expand and connect our bike paths and bike
lanes throughout the city. We also need to push for a rebirth
for our aging public transportation system and encourage its
use by making it easier for residents to take their bikes on
buses and subway trains, and access the internet while
underground. Finally, every citizen of every neighborhood of
Boston must have equal access to all neighborhoods and I
am particularly proud to have helped lead the fight to pre-
serve service of the “JP Loop” bus.

Jobs and Labor

Many of Boston’s future jobs will come from the expanding
green job market. We must train our residents, no matter
what their socio-economic background, to be scientists, lab
technicians, home weatherization specialists, and electri-
cians; and the best way to do so is the creation of a K-12,
public Environmental Science Academy — a school that will
set a national standard for how best to prepare our children
to compete in the green economy and to live a sustainable
and environmentally responsible lifestyle. This school should
be open to all students and offer a rigorous math and sci-
ence curriculum and paths of study for students interested in
building or utility trades. The building itself should be a
model of energy efficiency and sustainable building practices
that should be a LEED platinum certified, zero net energy
campus powered by on-site alternative energy sources such
as wind turbines that can also serve as a learning opportuni-
ty for students.

Race and Diversity

A diverse workforce is a better workforce. It is in the best
interest of the city and its citizens to recruit and maintain
workers from all backgrounds and all neighborhoods. The
following are some creative ideas to promote and sustain
diversity in our workforce:

1. Actively recruit potential city employees from the non-
profit sector and from community organizations, which
tend to be more diverse and often have vast experience
working on issues of great importance to the city.

2. Establish hiring targets by neighborhood to ensure that
each neighborhood in the city is adequately represented
within our workforce.

3. Convene job fairs and aggressively recruit at our public
high schools and community colleges, which reflect the
great diversity of the city. Moreover, such efforts will
provide career opportunities for students who may not
have the opportunity to pursue a degree at a four-year
college.
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Budget Policy

We need the ability to share savings across the capital and
operating budgets so that we can incentivize the city to
invest in energy-efficient longterm solutions that will help
reduce our operating expenditures as well as utilizing better
use of technology to sve money and deliver better, more
responsive city services. On the revenue side, a consistent,
better push for PILOT Agreements with our larger institu-
tions is the best way for the City to increase revenue. At the
same time, the City is overly-reliant on the property tax,
and I would favor a home rule petition that would enable
the city to create new revenue streams and local options that
would open the door to a more progressive tax structure
within the City.

I would provide additional funding to expand recycling
and to better fund our schools. For our schools, I would
dedicate the lion’s share of any additional funds to our
schools, but I would insist that such funds be used for spe-
cific improvement plans to upgrade programming, and
physical plant, particularly at our underperforming schools.

In terms of recycling, I would expand what is recyclable
curbside as well as expanding access for recycling of non-
curbside materials including certain hazardous materials and
CFLs. I would also expand single stream recycling not just
to all residents, but for business districts for whom I would
also creat composting accessibility.

Lightning Round (Yes or No)

Many workers in Boston are organizing to form unions,
especially in the hospitals. Will you publicly support their
efforts to organize? Yes

Do you support the death penalty? No

Do you support same sex marriage? Yes

Do you support anti-discrimination laws that protect some-
one from being fired, or denied housing, education, or
access to public facilities (including bathrooms) based on
their gender identity? Yes

Are you pro-choice? Yes

Would you support a state constitutional amendment imple-
menting a progressive income tax? Yes
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